
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 27, 2011 
Title:  Global-Impacting 
Text:  misc. 
Theme: We are a global-impacting fellowship in our church planting/mercy ministries.  
 
Introduction:  
We have already noted how as a fellowship of families we are Christ-exalting in our corporate 
worship, word-centered in our biblical exposition, and grace-based in our body life.  Our final 
core value is global-impacting in our mission. 
 
The big picture: 
The redemptive activity of God secures for Himself the church, through the adoption of sons 
and daughters who form His body. 
 
The problem: 
 

“The problem we face, however, is the visible church— that which we see, attend, claim 
membership in and have known all our lives, is a far cry from the true church revealed in 
Scripture.  It’s literally light years from the living entity Jesus promised the very “gates of 
hell will not prevail against.”  What we see masquerading as church today is, at best, a dim 
reflection of the Lord’s intention.  In fact, the current visible church that seems to dot every 
other street corner in North America is now so far removed from the example Jesus left us 
in Scripture, that we might never be able to divorce ourselves from our traditions, and 
experience the pure bride of Christ in all her fullness.   
 
Love Jesus, Hate Church was written with several groups of people in mind. First, it was 
written as a word of encouragement to the true, sold-out, stand-alone believer in Christ— 
to the genuine, real deal Christian. The “called-out ones.” It is written for those of you who 
will follow Him as long as you live.  For those of you who will proclaim, like the Reformers 
of old, “Sola Scriptura” and continually testify of His grace and mercy regardless of how 
the rising apathy of the church, the Well-Oiled Machine, tries to drown out your voices.” 
http://www.lovejesushatechurch.com/ 

 
Christians treat the local church as a necessary evil or something that can easily be replaced by 
small Christian gatherings or personal friendships.   
 

“A local church may also work in association with parachurch organizations. While 
ParaChurch Organizations/Ministries are vital to accomplishing specific missions on 
behalf of the church they do not normally take the place of the local church. Ministries, 
Bible Studies and other such Parachurch partnerships may be seen as beneficial and as a 
great means of personal growth and effective ministry but without superseding (in priority 
and commitment) the local body of Christ.”  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_church 

 

Yet the local church provides something that cannot be found anywhere else on earth. 
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We have so pressed the idea that our relationship with God is by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone that to speak of local church membership or believers baptism or regular 
financial gifting is tantamount to legalism, but such is not the case.  Is it possible to be a 
Christian and never go to church or never be baptized or never give a single “dime” to a local 
church?  Yes, but such thinking is fallacious.  Is it possible to be married without a ring or ever 
say, “I love you” or live with your spouse or meet any of your responsibilities toward them?  
Yes, but why would one exempt themselves from these things?  Such absence is a sign of 
sickness not health. 
 
Questions: 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To know: the Holy Spirit desires for us to know how the church, His Body, is the primary 

means of advancing His kingdom. 
To choose: the Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to align ourselves with a geographically 

defined assembly with a biblical structure and mission. 
To feel: the Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of living in community with others of 

like faith and practice. 
 
Outline: 
 
My personal 19 theses “nailed to the church doors of Waukesha.” 
 

I. I believe there is only one body; present in distinct geographical assemblies with 
historical roots.  All local churches are part of the one body and the one body is 
present in all local churches.  

 
There are four reasons why this is so. 
 

A. There is only one head and there is only one body (Eph. 4:4-6; 5:23; Col. 
1:18). 

B. The one body is present in multiple geographical assemblies.  All local 
churches are organically united with one another (1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; 2 
Cor. 1:1; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; Philemon 2; 3 John 9). 

C. The true church is protected, preserved and pure in the plurality of 
churches. 

 
All Letters in the New Testament were occasional Letters.  Problems existed and responses 
were provided.  Acts 15 speaks of a “problem” within the Church.  No single church is without 
problems.  Thus the true church exists in the whole. 
 

D. There is a specific point in history when His body was formed and this 
Body continues to this day. 
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“Church bodies often belong to a broader tradition within the Christian religion, sharing in a 
broad sense a history, culture and doctrinal heritage with other church bodies of the same 
tradition.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_church 

 
 

II. I believe local churches are geographically defined assemblies with a biblical 
structure (i.e. Elders/deacons) and mission (i.e. Church-planting; mercy ministries).  

 
There are three reasons why this is so. 
 

A. The NT letters are written to geographically defined assemblies. 
B. God put in place Elders to shepherd His flock and deacons to enable the 

shepherding process and build community. 
C. Everything is designed to reproduce after their “kind”. 

 
“The local church is a community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. In 
obedience to Scripture they organize under qualified leadership, gather regularly for 
preaching and worship, observe the biblical sacraments of baptism and communion, are 
unified by the Spirit, are disciplined for holiness, and scatter to fulfill the great commandment 
and the great commission as missionaries to the world for God’s glory and their joy.”   
(Mark Driscol, Vintage Church, http://bryanbarley.wordpress.com/2009/01/26/mark-driscolls-definition-of-a-local-church/ 

 
“I would define a local church like this: a local church is a group of baptized believers who 
meet regularly to worship God through Jesus Christ, to be exhorted from the Word of God, 
and to celebrate the Lord's Supper under the guidance of duly appointed leaders.” 
http://www.soundofgrace.com/piper81/032981m.htm 

 
III. I believe local churches . . . “gather for worship and scatter for mission.” 

 
“I believe it is important to affirm that worship and mission are not competing aspects of 
the identity of the Church.  True worship sends us back into the world as a missional 
people. As we worship the Lamb who was slain for the life of the world, we step into the 
current of the Holy Spirit which is always flowing back out into the world to bring healing 
and hope.  
 
And so we scatter, following the Spirit. After we have gathered together, remembering God 
and remembering our name and place in his Story, then he sends us in the power of his 
Spirit into the world he loves. He sends us to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  
Brian (from the January/February 2008 Missional Compass)  http://sunnysidemc.squarespace.com/scattering-to-be-the-hands-and/ 

 

“Missiologists Robert Gallagher and Paul Hertig might call this geographic movement—
this gathering for worship and scattering for service—“the centripetal and centrifugal for 
mission.” It is a pattern that continued as the early church gathered in prayer and worship 
and was thus equipped by the Holy Spirit to go into the world in love and service. The 
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church gathered around the Lord’s table in the sacrament in order to become a sacrament, a 
means of grace to the world.” 
http://www.christiancentury.org/blogs/archive/2009-12/gathering-and-scattering 

 
Although we believe the primary purpose in the church gathering is worship, this does not 
exclude evangelism taking place within the corporate gathering.  God is always drawing 
sinners to Himself. Just as the church gathers for worship, so also the church will scatter for 
mission.   
 

IV. I believe local churches are . . . 
 

• Christ-exalting 

• Word-centered 

• Grace-based 

• Global-impacting geographically defined assemblies.  
 
Herein lays her four-fold identity. 
 

V. I believe the leadership within local churches should endeavor to provide a 
corporate platform where each of these elements is provided. 

 
Local churches should provide ministry expressions/opportunities that educate and enable 
her ministry to and from the Body.  We have created “menu” Churches.  Yet what is the 
purpose of “the church”?  Your answer to this question will shape what ministry looks like 
corporately.   
 

VI. I believe local churches are to be generationally diverse, ethnically accepting, and 
culturally rich.  Within the local church there is neither “Jew nor Greek, neither slave 
nor free, neither male nor female; for [they] are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

 
Historically communities were often ethnically defined.  Those of the same ethnicity often 
lived in the same neighborhoods.  This often defined what a local church might look like.  
Today this, however, is not necessarily the case.  We also maintain that ministry can be gender 
or generational specific, but we should strive to see corporate ministry more trans-generational 
and gender inclusive.  This does not negate administrative structure within the home or 
church, but it does celebrate the uniqueness of the local church in gathering.  
 

VII. I believe local churches as a family of families are to be multi-generational within 
families.  Thus we should endeavor to see 3rd and 4th generation Christians all 
gathering for worship and scattering for mission.  

 
There are three reasons why this is so. 
 

A. In the early church assemblies gathered in homes (Acts 16:33; Rom. 16:5; 1 
Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philemon 2; 2 John 10) 
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B. Parental responsibilities toward their children (Eph. 5:21-6:4). 
C. Proverbs speaks to generations of families (i.e. Prov. 13:22). 

 
This requires a leadership that is multi-generational, ethnically diverse, and culturally rich. 
 
“The moral of the story is that you should have all generations represented in a single 
leadership team. But it is striking that even in the Bible (2 Chron. 10 [i.e. Rehoboam]), one of 
the ways that human community becomes disrupted is the generational divide.  There is an 
old saying in the church world that "the issue is never the issue; the issue is always control." 
And when it comes to generations working together, the question of control is never more 
than about a micron below the surface. 
 
We had a conversation around our leadership circle recently about food in the sanctuary. It 
was fascinating to track the discussion. To some, bringing food into the sanctuary 
communicates a dumbing down of worship, a devaluing of sacred space, and a loss of 
transcendence and wonder. The chief justice doesn't snack on Raisinettes while he's swearing 
in the new president. But underneath the issues of food, or dress, or style, often lies the deeper 
issue of control.”  http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/buildingleaders/ministrystaff/thegap.html?start=6 

 
Here is what we’ve done and what we hope to continue by bringing men into our elder team 
who are generationally diverse. 
 

VIII. I believe all local churches are to have a plurality of elders.  Elders only exist within 
the local church. Elders are to give themselves to word, prayer, and shepherding 
and within the plurality of elders, oversight of the church of Jesus Christ.  

 
There are five reasons why this is so. 
 

A. The Apostles appointed Elders within Churches (Acts 14:23). 
B. Those appointed had to be men of integrity and a specific gifting (1 Tim. 3:1ff; 

Titus 1:5ff). 
C. There were notable Elders within churches (Acts 20:17; 21:18; James 5:14; 1 

Pet. 5:1). 
D. The Elders had responsibility for the congregation and culpability before God 

for their oversight (Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:17). 
E. A sign of church health is the appointment of Elders (Titus 1:5). 

 
IX. I believe all local churches are to have a plurality of deacons. Deacons only exist 

within the local church. Deacons are to give themselves to the work of the ministry 
in order to enable the elders to carry out their ministry without distraction. 

 
There are three reasons why this is so. 
 

A. There were within any fellowship those who can be identified as deacons 
(Acts 6:1ff; Phil. 1:1). 
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B. The work of the deacon is to minister to the “problems” within a fellowship 
in order to enable the Elders to serve in the areas of Word, prayer, and 
shepherding (Acts 6:1-6). 

C. Those appointed had to be men of integrity and a specific gifting (1 Tim. 3:8ff; 
Titus 1:5ff). 

 
X. I believe an elder led fellowship is to lovingly serve the lord by serving his church 

and to be affirmed by the church.  Such a place provides protection from sin and 
enablement in the pursuit of him. 

 
There are three reasons why this is so. 
 

A. Elders are to serve the flock voluntarily and sacrificially (1 Pet. 5:1-4). 
B. They are to pattern their ministry after the Lord’s example (John 10:1-

18). 
C. Without shepherds, sheep are vulnerable and exposed (Ezek. 34:1ff; 

Matt. 9:36;  Mark 6:34). 
 

XI. I believe the church is the body of Christ.  The church exists to give “glory” to God.  
When the church affirms their allegiance to God through various attitudes and 
actions He is worshipped and thus glorified (Eph. 3:21). 

 
XII. I believe the mission of the church is to worship God through the sending of Elders 

for the planting of churches by means of gospel proclamation, acts of mercy, and 
pedagogical (i.e. parent/child; teacher/student) discipleship. 

 
There are four reasons why this is so. 
 

A. The early church sent out elders for the purpose of church planting (Acts 
13:1-4; 14:27, 28) 

B. The local church is to be proclaiming the gospel to its local, national, and 
global communities (Matt. 28:18-20). 

C. The local church is to be caring for those who are in need (Matt. 10:24; Luke 
10:29ff; James 1:27). 

D. The local church is to be intentionally instructing Christians for the purpose 
of maturation and growth (Matt. 28:19; Eph. 4:11-17; 6:4; 2 Tim. 2:2). 
a. I believe this instruction should be age appropriate 
b. I believe this instruction should be culturally relevant 
c. I believe this instruction should be sequential/progressive 

 
XIII. I believe . . . 
 
“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because god is ultimate, not man. When 
this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the 
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throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides 
forever.” –John Piper 

 
XIV. I believe that until Revelation 4 and 5 become fully realized we will continue to 

identify, equip, send, and support those whose passion is to spread the knowledge 
of God through gospel proclamation, acts of mercy, and pedagogical discipleship 
with the end result of strengthening existing churches and establishing of new 
churches. 

 
God has written The Story.  This will end at His determined target and until then the church, 
His body, is to continue her advancement in the world. 
 

XV. I believe local churches are to aggressively seek the evangelizing of their immediate 
communities through culturally appropriate means and to be the body of Christ in 
ministries of mercy. 

 
This is the missional idea of “being” the Body within the community at large. 
 

XVI. I believe church planting and mercy ministries are primarily from, through and for 
the local church.  By primarily, I do not mean exclusively/wholly. 

 

• I believe from local churches means their authority for acting comes from God 
through the local church.   

 

• I believe through local churches means their means of sustaining meaningful 
ministry comes from God through the local church.   

 

• For local churches means their final goal in evangelizing and training is for the 
strengthening of existing churches and the establishing of new churches. 

 
This is the pattern found in the Book of Acts and the description found in the didactic writings 
of Paul. 
 

XVII. I believe all Christians are to openly identify themselves with geographically 
defined assemblies, voluntarily recognize the oversight of the elder plurality, and 
freely offer their person and possessions to the church for the spreading of God’s 
kingdom locally, nationally, and globally. 

 
There are six reasons why this is so. 
 

A. The selection of helpers came from a known list (Acts 6:3). 
B. The marking of the rebellious was knowable (Rom. 16:17; 2 Thess. 3:6; etc.). 
C. Elders were aligned with geographically defined assemblies (Acts 20:17; 

21:18; 1 Thess. 5:12, 13; James 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1). 
D. Widows were on “lists” (1 Tim. 5:3-16). 
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E. Congregants are called on to “obey their leaders” (Heb. 13:17). 
F. Congregants are called on to be generous with their person and possessions 

(2 Cor. 8:1-15; 1 Tim. 5:17). 
 
I believe every believer needs to openly identify themselves with a local church through 
regular attendance (Heb. 10:25), service (1 Pet. 4:10), and gifting. 
 

XVIII. I believe local churches are shadows of “heaven on earth.”  Thus they are marked by 
joy-filled and celebrative singing, proclamation, and the remembering of the Lord’s 
Table and believer’s baptism. 

 
This has been and continues to mark the historic, global worship of God’s people. 
 

XIX. I believe when you align yourself with a local church you will experience elements 
of the Christian life that are not found anywhere else for there is nothing else on this 
earth like the local church. 

 
Because the local church is His body present, there is truly nothing like the local church found 
in anything else. 
 
Shepherding the sheep: (what’s the Next Step?) 
 

1. Are you openly identified with a geographically defined assembly?  If you are not a 
present member, why not? 

2. Are you openly respecting the oversight of its leadership? 
3. Are you openly engaging in the mission of the church?  Where are you serving Christ 

and His church here and elsewhere? 
 
“When all is said and done and your life on earth is finished and the dust settles over your 
lifeless carcass, the only thing that will matter is the unadulterated, undiluted, and 
undistracted worship of Jesus Christ.” 


